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IInn DefenseDefense ofof SpeciesismSpeciesism 

TheThe conceptconcept ofof aa rightright toto lifelife hashas 
receivedreceived aa greatgreat dealdeal ofof attentionattention 
recently,recently, chieflychiefly becausebecause itit figuresfigures soso 
prominentlyprominently inin manymany argumentsarguments con~con~ 

cerningcerning aa widewide varietyvariety ofof moralmoral 
issues.issues. ArgumentsArguments concerningconcerning thethe 
moralitymorality ofof abortion,abortion, capitalcapital punish­punish­
ment,ment, infanticide,infanticide, faminefamine relief,relief, andand 
animalanimal consumptionconsumption andand experimenta­experimenta­
tion,tion, forfor instance,instance, frequentlyfrequently invokeinvoke 
thth iiss concon cept,cept, soso ciacia rityrity aboutabout itit isis ofof 
fundamentalfundamental philosophicalphilosophical andand practicalpractical 
importance.importance. 

ForFor philosophers,philosophers, oneone ofof thethe pri ­pri ­
marymary taskstasks isis toto determinedetermine thethe legiti ­legiti ­
matemate groundsgrounds forfor itsits ascription.ascription. MoralMoral 
personspersons 11 ,, thatthat is,is, beingsbeings whowho byby def­def­
initioninition havehave rightsrights (and(and perhapsperhaps 
duties),duties), definitelydefinitely havehave thisthis right,right, 
sincesince itit isis aa basicbasic one.one. SoSo ifif neces­neces­
sarilysarily allall andand onlyonly commonsensecommonsense per­per­
sonssons 2-that2-that is,is, personspersons defidefi nedned pupu relyrely 
descriptivelydescriptively and,and, presumably,presumably, solelysolely 
inin termsterms ofof mentalmental capacities-acapacities-a rere moralmoral 
personspersons 33 

,, andand ifif (necessarily?)(necessarily?) allall andand 
onlyonly moralmoral personspersons havehave aa rightright toto 
life,life, thenthen (necessarily?)(necessarily?) allall andand onlyonly 
commonsensecommonsense personspersons havehave aa rightright toto 
life.life. SinceSince commonsensecommonsense personspersons areare 
defineddefined non-morallynon-morally andand non-biologi­non-biologi­
cally,cally, itit followsfollows thatthat itit isis possiblepossible thatthat 
somesome nonhumansnonhumans havehave aa rightright toto life,life, 
andand possiblepossible thatthat somesome humanshumans lacklack 
thisthis right.right. ButBut thethe latter,latter, itit wouldwould 
seem,seem, isis notnot justjust aa possibilitypossibility butbut anan 
actuality:actuality: eveneven ifif thethe requrequ isiteisite mentalmental 
capacitiescapacities areare quitequite elementaelementa ryry ,, aa 
humanhuman beingbeing whowho isis aa fetusfetus oror aa 
youngyoung infant,·infant,· oror whowho isis seriouslyseriously 
retarded,retarded, extremelyextremely andand permanentlypermanently 
insane,insane, veryvery senile,senile, permanentlypermanently cog­cog­
nitivelynitively impairedimpaired 44 

,, inin aa deepdeep andand 
irreversibleirreversible coma,coma, oror irreparablyirreparably andand 
acutelyacutely brainbrain damageddamaged isis notnot aa 

commonsensecommonsense person,person, andand soso wouldwould notnot 
havehave aa rightright toto life.life. Similarly,Similarly, manymany 
ifif notnot allall nonhumannonhuman animalsanimals areare notnot 
commonsensecommonsense persons,persons, soso they,they, too,too, 
dodo notnot possesspossess aa rightright toto life.life. ToTo bebe 
sure,sure, thisthis doesdoes notnot meanmean thatthat takingtaking 
thethe lifelife ofof suchsuch aa creature,creature, whetherwhether 
humanhuman oror nonhuman,nonhuman, isis morallymorally per­per­
missible,missible, forfor therethere maymay wellwell bebe other,other, 
andand weighty,weighty, reasonsreasons whywhy suchsuch killingkilling 
shoushou IdId bebe prohibited.prohibited. ButBut itit doesdoes 
meanmean thatthat toto killkill suchsuch aa creaturecreature isis 
notnot toto violateviolate aa rightright toto lifelife thatthat thatthat 
creaturecreature possesses.possesses. GroundsGrounds forfor rul­rul ­
inging outout suchsuch killing,killing, ifif theythey existexist atat 
all,all, wouldwould havehave toto bebe foundfound else­else­
where.where. 

ExactlyExactly howhow manymany humanshumans andand howhow 
manymany animals,animals, ifif any,any, havehave aa rightright toto 
lifelife willwill depend,depend, onon thisthis view,view, onon howhow 
highhigh thethe standardsstandards forfor commonsensecommonsense 
personhoodpersonhood areare set.set. JoelJoel Feinberg'sFeinberg's 
standards,standards, whichwhich areare moderate,Smoderate,S 
excludeexclude allall fetusesfetuses and,and, apparently,apparently, 
allall youngyoung infants;infants; 66 PeterPeter Singer'sSinger's 
standards,standards, which,which, itit wouldwould seem,seem, areare 
quitequite low,low, includeinclude aa fairfair portionportion ofof 
thethe animalanimal kiki ngdom.ngdom. 77 RegaRega rdrd lessless ofof 
whatwhat thethe standardsstandards shouldshould be,be, how­how­
ever,ever, merelymerely beingbeing aa livelive membermember ofof 
ouou rr ownown species,species, HomoHomo sapiens,sapiens, con­con­
stitutesstitutes nono validvalid groundground forfor thethe 
ascriptionascription ofof aa rightright toto life.life. ToTo thinkthink 
thatthat itit doesdoes wouldwould bebe toto bebe guiltyguilty ofof 
speciesism.speciesism. 

Speciesism,Speciesism, accordingaccording toto Singer,Singer, isis 
"prefer[ring]."prefer[ring]. membersmembers ofof ourour 
ownown species,species, simplysimply becausebecause theythey areare 
membersmembers ofof ouou rr species.species. "8"8 SuchSuch 
preferencepreference is,is, II shallshall assume,assume, moralmoral 
preference,preference, andand includesincludes thethe ascrip­ascrip­
tiontion ofof aa rightright toto life.life. 99 II taketake thethe 
following,following, then,then, toto be,be, onon Singer'sSinger's 
view,view, aa sufficientsufficient conditioncondition forfor aa per­per­
son,son, A,A, toto bebe aa speciesist:speciesist: AA 
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ascribesascribes aa rightright toto lifelife toto X,X, aa livelive 
membermember ofof his/herhis/her ownown speciesspecies whowho 
failsfails toto qualifyqualify forfor commonsensecommonsense per­per­
sonhood,sonhood, butbut AA refusesrefuses toto ascribeascribe aa 
rightright toto lifelife toto Y,Y, aa livelive membermember ofof 
anotheranother speciesspecies whowho failsfails toto qualifyqualify 
forfor commonsencommonsen sese personperson hoodhood butbut isis 
otherwiseotherwise similarsimilar toto X.X. 

AlthoughAlthough JoelJoel FeinbergFeinberg doesdoes notnot 
mentionmention speciesismspeciesism perper se,se, hehe appearsappears 
toto thinkthink thatthat somesome formform ofof speciesismspeciesism 

'Iurks'Iurks behindbehind whatwhat hehe callscalls thethe Modi­Modi­
fiedfied SpeciesSpecies Criterion.Criterion. TheThe ModifiedModified 
SpeciesSpecies CriterionCriterion isis thethe viewview thatthat "All"All 
andand onlyonly [live][live] membersmembers ofof speciesspecies 
characterizedcharacterized byby CC [where[where CC isis thethe 
setset ofof characteristicscharacteristics individuallyindividually nec­nec­
essaryessary andand jointlyjointly sufficientsufficient forfor com­com­
monsensemonsense personhood],personhood], whetherwhether thethe 
speciesspecies isis HomoHomo sapienssapiens oror another,another, 
andand whetherwhether oror notnot thethe individualindividual inin 
questionquestion happenhappen ss toto possesspossess C,C, areare 
moralmoral personspersons entitledentitled toto fullfull andand 
equalequal protectionprotection byby thethe moralmoral ruru IeIe 
againstagainst homicide,homicide, "10"10 i.i. e.e. ,, havehave aa 
rightright toto lifelife (as(as thethe contextcontext makesmakes 
evident).evident). LikeLike Singer,Singer, FeinbergFeinberg 
rejectsrejects speciesism,speciesism, atat leastleast asas farfar 
thethe aboveabove principleprinciple isis concerned:concerned: 

asas 

WhyWhy isis aa permanentlypermanently uncon­uncon­
sciousscious butbut livingliving bodybody ofof aa 
humanhuman oror anan extragalacticextragalactic per­per­
sonson .. .. .. aa moralmoral personperson whenwhen 
itit lackslacks asas anan individualindividual thethe 
characteristicscharacteristics thatthat determinedetermine 
moralmoral personhood?personhood? 1111 

ApparentlyApparently thethe questionquestion 
-rhetorical:-rhetorical: FeinbergFeinberg thinksthinks 

herehere 
therethere 

isis 
isis 

nono reason;reason; or,or, inin otherother words,words, thatthat 
possessionpossession ofof thethe propertyproperty ofof beingbeing aa 
IIiveive membermember ofof aa speciesspecies generallygenerally 
characterizedcharacterized byby moralmoral personhoodpersonhood isis 
notnot aa sufficientsufficient conditioncondition forfor thethe 
ascriptionascription ofof aa rightright toto life.life. AA viewview 
toto thethe effecteffect thatthat possessionpossession ofof suchsuch aa 
propertyproperty isis sufficientsufficient isis slsl ightlyightly dif­dif­
ferentferent from,from, butbut importantlyimportantly similarsimilar 
to,to, thethe vava rietyriety ofof speciesismspeciesism identifiedidentified 
above.above. ForFor bothboth makemake membershipmembership inin 
aa certaincertain speciesspecies ofof somesome moralmoral 

weigweig ht.ht. IInn thethe casecase ofof thethe doctridoctri nene 
SingerSinger isis concernedconcerned with,with, whatwhat thisthis 
amountsamounts toto is:is: 

(SS)(SS) (Singer's(Singer's versionversion ofof 
Speciesism)Speciesism) AA livelive creature'screature's 
belongingbelonging toto ourour ownown speciesspecies 
(which,(which, forfor readersreaders ofof thisthis 
paper,paper, isis HomoHomo sapiens)sapiens) isis ofof 
somesome moralmoral weight,weight, andand 
enough,enough, inin fact,fact, forfor usus toto 
ascribeascribe aa rightright toto lifelife toto thatthat 
creatucreatu re.re. 

AndAnd thethe viewview FeinbergFeinberg hashas focusedfocused onon 
is:is: 

(FS)(FS) (Feinberg's(Feinberg's versionversion ofof 
Speciesism)Speciesism) AA livelive creature'screature's 
belongbelong toto aa species,species, notnot neces­neces­
sarilysarily ourour own,own, whichwhich isis gen­gen­
erallyerally characterizedcharacterized byby person­person­
hood,hood, isis ofof somesome moralmoral weight,weight, 
andand enough,enough, inin fact,fact, toto ascribeascribe 
aa rightright toto lifelife toto thatthat creature.creature. 

FeinbergFeinberg andand SingerSinger areare notnot alonealone 
inin thinthin kiki ngng (SS)(SS) andand (FS)(FS) false-manyfalse-many 
philosophersphilosophers thinkthink thethe same.same. 1212 How­How­
ever,ever, inin whatwhat followsfollows II shallshall argueargue forfor 
(SS),(SS), argueargue forfor (FS),(FS), raiseraise andand replyreply 
toto aa numbernumber ofof objections,objections, andand thenthen 
bdeflybdefly notenote somesome importantimportant conse­conse­
quencesquences ofof mymy viewview andand somesome impor­impor­
tanttant caveatscaveats thatthat shouldshould bebe issuedissued 
withwith it.it. 

IIII 

TwoTwo thingsthings needneed toto bebe saidsaid beforebefore 
II presentpresent mymy argumentargument forfor (SS).(SS). 
FiFi rst,rst, mymy aa rgument,rgument, likelike everyevery otherother 
argument,argument, reliesrelies onon aa numbernumber ofof 
assumptions.assumptions. SomeSome ofof thesethese assum'p­assum'p­
tionstions willwill bebe explicitlyexplicitly indicatedindicated belowbelow 
andand asas thethe argumentargument proceeds.proceeds. Sec­Sec­
ond,ond, inin orderorder toto facilitatefacilitate understand­understand­
ing,ing, threethree crucialcrucial casescases coveredcovered byby 
(5S)(5S) willwill bebe brieflybriefly described.described. MyMy 
hopehope isis thatthat thethe cases,cases, besidesbesides beingbeing 
illustrativeillustrative ofof thethe scopescope ofof (55),(55), willwill 
addadd somesome fleshflesh toto thethe barebare bonesbones ofof 
argument-andargument-and willwill injectinject aa healthyhealthy 
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dosedose ofof realityreality intointo whatwhat mightmight other­other­
wisewise seemseem aa ratherrather high-level,high-level, 
abstract,abstract, andand "distant""distant" setset ofof consid­consid­
erations.erations. 

TwoTwo assumptions,assumptions, then:then: (1)(1) thethe 
"our"our own"own" andand "us""us" ofof (SS)(SS) willwill bebe 
temporarilytemporarily assumedassumed toto referrefer toto HomoHomo 
sapiens.sapiens. ThisThis assumptionassumption II willwill laterlater 
discharge.discharge. (2)(2) AllAll personspersons willwill bebe 
assumedassumed toto bebe membersmembers ofof somesome biolo­biolo­
gicalgical species.species. ThisThis assumptionassumption II willwill 
notnot discharge,discharge, thoughthough ii believebelieve itit 
couldcould be.be. 

WithWith thesethese assumptionsassumptions inin mind,mind, letlet 
meme presentpresent thth reeree cases.cases. 

CaseCase One.One. SupposeSuppose aa closeclose friendfriend 
offersoffers youyou aa rideride homehome fromfrom workwork oneone 
day,day, butbut becausebecause youyou havehave aa greatgreat 
dealdeal ofof workwork toto do,do, youyou declinedecline hishis 
offer.offer. OnOn thethe wayway homehome hishis carcar hashas 
anan unexpectedunexpected mechanicalmechanical failurefailure 
resultingresulting inin aa badbad accident.accident. YourYour 
friendfriend isis severelyseverely brainbrain damaged,.damaged,. andand 
isis nono longerlonger aa commonsensecommonsense personperson onon 
eveneven thethe mostmost liberalliberal criteriacriteria ofof com­com­
monsensemonsense personhood.personhood. HeHe isis con­con­
scious,scious, butbut youyou findfind itit hardhard toto meetmeet 
hishis eyeseyes duringduring youryour hospitalhospital visits.visits. 

CaseCase Two.Two. ImagineImagine thatthat youyou areare 
anan eighteen-year-oldeighteen-year-old womanwoman whowho hashas 
alwaysalways thoughtthought ofof herselfherself asas anan onlyonly 
child.child. TodayToday youryour mothermother thinksthinks youyou 
areare atat lastlast readyready forfor thethe truth.truth. SheShe 
tellstells youyou thatthat youyou havehave aa twintwin brotherbrother 
whowho isis stillstill alive,alive, aa twintwin brotherbrother thatthat 
isis severelyseverely Mongoloid.Mongoloid. DuDu riri ngng thethe 
nextnext weekweek youyou visitvisit himhim atat thethe insti­insti­
tutiontution wherewhere hehe isis kept.kept. YouYou don'tdon't 
knowknow exactlyexactly whatwhat youryour feelingsfeelings andand 
thoughtsthoughts are-heare-he seemsseems soso farfar fromfrom youyou 
yetyet soso near,near, too.too. 

CaseCase Three.Three. ItIt hashas takentaken years,years, 
letlet usus suppose,suppose, butbut youyou areare nownow aa 
licensedlicensed psychiatrist,psychiatrist, withwith aa firstfirst jobjob 
atat aa statestate mentalmental institution.institution. TheThe 
thth iirdrd dayday onon thethe jobjob youyou meetmeet WalterWalter 
Weber,Weber, aa patientpatient who,who, behaviorallybehaviorally 
andand mentally,mentally, isis indistinguishableindistinguishable fromfrom 
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aa dog.dog. ButBut therethere isis somethingsomething 
vaguelyvaguely familiarfamiliar aboutabout him,him, thoughthough 
youyou can'tcan't quitequite placeplace itit atat first.first. 
ThenThen youyou remember.remember. TwentyTwenty yeayea rsrs 
ago,ago, whenwhen youyou werewere aa child,child, WalterWalter 
WeberWeber livedlived downdown thethe streetstreet fromfrom you.you. 
HeHe waswas notnot aa closeclose friendfriend ofof yours,yours, 
andand youyou didn'tdidn't knowknow himhim veryvery well,well, 
butbut therethere waswas nono indicationindication thatthat hehe 
wouwou IdId everever endend upup asas aa hopelesshopeless casecase 
inin aa statestate institution.institution. OnOn thethe wayway 
homehome fromfrom workwork thatthat dayday youyou reflectreflect 
onon yourselfyourself andand thethe manymany 'are's'are's andand 
'could'could havehave been'sbeen's thatthat separateseparate youyou 
fromfrom youryour patients.patients. 

MyMy argumentargument forfor (SS)(SS) isis basedbased 
partlypartly onon somesome metaphysicalmetaphysical oror quasi­quasi­
metaphysicalmetaphysical propositions,propositions, partlypartly onon 
somesome contingentcontingent butbut veryvery pervasive,pervasive, 
wellwell established,established, andand importantimportant factsfacts 
aboutabout whatwhat I'llI'll callcall thethe empiricalempirical pre­pre­
conditionsconditions ofof humanhuman personhood,personhood, andand 
papa rtlyrtly onon whatwhat seemseem toto meme toto bebe 
acceptableacceptable moralmoral principles.principles. First,First, 
metaphysics.metaphysics. 

EveryEvery personperson youyou andand II knowknow iSiiSi aa 
humanhuman being.being. (Or(Or atat leastleast everyevery 
personperson whowho isis indisputablyindisputably suchsuch isis aa 
humanhuman being.being. PurportedPurported casescases ofof 
acquaintanceacquaintance withwith nonhumannonhuman persons,persons, 
suchsuch asas animalanimal personspersons [chimpanzees,[chimpanzees, 
porpoises,porpoises, dolphins,dolphins, andand soso on]on] andand 
spiritualspiritual personspersons [deities,[deities, thethe Deity,Deity, 
deaddead relatives,relatives, oror thethe like],like], areare 
iinterestinteresti ngng andand important,important, andand 
deservingdeserving ofof detaileddetailed criticalcritical atten­atten­
tion.tion. However,However, thethe properproper placeplace forfor 
suchsuch attentionattention isis elsewhere;elsewhere; aa criticalcritical 
investigationinvestigation ofof suchsuch phenomenaphenomena isis notnot 
possiblepossible here.)here.) AndAnd eveneven ifif itit isis notnot 
aa necessarynecessary truthtruth thatthat humanhuman personspersons 
aa rere oneone andand thethe samesame entitiesentities asas 
humanhuman bodies-abodies-a positionposition thatthat hashas hadhad 
aa numbernumber ofof eminenteminent defenders-·defenders-· per­per­
sonalsonal identityidentity seemsseems toto bebe closelyclosely tiedtied 
toto bodilybodily identity,identity, withwith thethe latterlatter 
seemingseeming toto bebe eithereither aa necessarynecessary con­con­
ditiondition forfor theformertheformer 1313 oror criteriologi­criteriologi­
callycally relatedrelated toto thethe former.former. BodilyBodily 
identityidentity andand personperson identityidentity areare "cri­"cri­
teriologicallyteriologically related,"related," toto useuse thethe 
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expressionexpression inin Shoemaker'sShoemaker's sense,14sense,14 
onlyonly ifif itit isis aa necessarynecessary truthtruth thatthat 
bodilybodily identityidentity isis evidenceevidence forfor per­per­
sonalsonal identity.identity. SuchSuch aa criterion,criterion, 
however,however, reallyreally expressesexpresses aa condition­condition­
forfor re-re- identifyiidentifyi ng,ng, ratherrather thatha nn forfor 
identifying,identifying, persons,persons, andand itit isis thethe 
identificationidentification ofof personspersons whwh ichich isis ofof 
paramountparamount importanceimportance inin thethe moralmoral 
contextcontext asas farfar asas thethe ascriptionascription ofof 
basicbasic rightsrights isis concerned.concerned. Still,Still, thethe 
principleprinciple isis notnot withoutwithout interestinterest oror 
importance,importance, forfor oneone ofof itsits nearnear rela­rela­
tives,tives, 

(IP)(IP) It'sIt's aa necessarynecessary truthtruth 
thatthat thethe statementstatement 'X'X isis alivealive 
humanhuman being'being' isis goodgood evidenceevidence 
forfor thethe statementstatement 'x'x isis aa 
humanhuman person,'person,' 

doesdoes concernconcern thethe identificationidentification ofof per­per­
sons,sons, andand soso isis relevantrelevant inin thethe pres­pres­
entent context.context. If,If, then,then, (I(I P)P) oror anyany of.of. 
thethe aboveabove mentionedmentioned viewsviews concernconcern iingng 
thethe relationrelation ofof personspersons andand humanhuman 
beingsbeings isis correct,correct, oror ifif somesome (perhaps(perhaps 
weaker)weaker) variantvariant onon oneone oror moremore ofof 
themthem isis correct,correct, thenthen somethingsomething ofof 
moralmoral importanceimportance has,has, II think,think, beenbeen 
established.established. ForFor itit wouldwould seem,seem, first,first, 
thatthat therethere isis atat leastleast aa quasi-meta­quasi-meta­
physicalphysical linkagelinkage betweenbetween thethe conceptsconcepts 
ofof aa personperson andand aa humanhuman being,being, andand 
second,second, thatthat ouou rr abiabi IIityity toto identifyidentify 
withwith humanhuman non-personsnon-persons inin aa wayway thatthat 
wewe seemseem notnot ableable toto identifyidentify withwith sen­sen­
tienttient andand intelligentintelligent nonhumannonhuman non­non­
personspersons thusthus hashas aa solidsolid metaphysicalmetaphysical 
basis.basis. AndAnd itit wouldwould thereforetherefore alsoalso 
seem,seem, thoughthough thisthis mustmust bebe takentaken withwith 
caution,caution, thatthat therethere isis anan intimateintimate con­con­
nectionnection betweenbetween basicbasic rights,rights, suchsuch asas 
aa rightright toto life,life, andand humanity,humanity, herehere 
takentaken biologically.biologically. This,This, ofof course,course, 
isis notnot toto establishestablish thatthat therethere isis aa 
linkagelinkage enoughenough toto supportsupport thethe flow,flow, 
soso toto speak,speak, ofof basicbasic rightsrights intointo 
humanhuman beingsbeings perper se;se; butbut itit isis toto saysay 
thatthat thethe metaphysicalmetaphysical gridworkgridwork whichwhich 
supportssupports thethe flowflow toto personspersons hashas aa 
strustru ctuctu rere whwh iich,ch, inin somesome sensen se,se, 
includesincludes humanhuman beings.beings. 

5050 

II cancan wellwell imagineimagine thethe followingfollowing 
objectionobjection beingbeing raisedraised atat thisthis point,point, 
however.however. 

"Even"Even concedingconceding thisthis highlyhighly 
metaphoricalmetaphorical businessbusiness aboutabout aa 
metaphysicalmetaphysical gridwork,gridwork, whywhy 
shouldshould basicbasic rightsrights bebe attrib­attrib­
uteduted toto humanhuman non-persons?non-persons? 
That'sThat's whatwhat (S5)(S5) requires,requires, butbut 
itit isis thethe pt'opertypt'operty ofof beingbeing aa 
person,person, andand thatthat alone,alone, whichwhich 
generatesgenerates basicbasic rights.rights. SoSo 
eveneven ifif thethe conceptconcept ofof aa personperson 
isis 'caught'caught upup with'with' thatthat ofof aa 
humanhuman being,being, thatthat isis notnot toto 
thethe pointpoint atat all.all. Personhood,Personhood, 
notnot humanhood,humanhood, isis thethe basis,basis, 
andand thethe solesole basis,basis, forfor thethe 
ascriptionascription ofof basicbasic rights.rights. 1111 

ThisThis objectionobjection seemsseems strong,strong, butbut II 
don'tdon't findfind itit unsettling.unsettling. InIn brief,brief, II 
thth inkink thatthat itit wouldwould holdhold (,)(,) onon IyIy ifif 
ouou rr conceptconcept ofof personperson hoodhood werewere muchmuch 
differentdifferent thanthan itit is,is, onlyonly inin aa worldworld 
veryvery differentdifferent fromfrom thethe oneone wewe havehave 
(for(for inin ourour worldworld ourour initialinitial andand per­per­
hapshaps onlyonly purchasepurchase onon thethe conceptconcept ofof 
personhoodpersonhood isis byby wayway ofof thethe humanhuman 
form-aform-a pointpoint whichwhich isis aa leitmotifleitmotif inin thethe 
phph ilosophyilosophy ofof thethe laterlater Wittgenstein,Wittgenstein, 
andand isis sketched,sketched, toto somesome smallsmall extent,extent, 
above),above), andand (2)(2) onlyonly inin aa worldworld muchmuch 
betterbetter thanthan thethe oneone wewe have,have, onlyonly inin 
aa worldworld inin whichwhich thethe contingentcontingent factsfacts 
surroundingsurrounding humanhuman personhoodpersonhood 
needn'tneedn't bebe takentaken intointo account.account. LetLet 
meme explainexplain thisthis secondsecond point,point, espe­espe­
cially.cially. 

AA humanhuman beingbeing cancan functionfunction asas aa 
personperson onlyonly ifif hehe hashas adequateadequate food,food, 
water,water, shelter,shelter, air,air, anan intactintact andand 
properlyproperly functioningfunctioning brain,brain, andand thethe 
time,time, ability,ability, andand opportunityopportunity toto 
acquireacquire knowledgeknowledge andand developdevelop hishis 
intellectualintellectual capacitiescapacities andand moralmoral sensi­sensi­
bilities.bilities. TheseThese conditions,conditions, amongamong 
others,others, areare whatwhat II shallshall callcall thethe 
empiricalempirical preconditionspreconditions forfor humanhuman per­per­
sonhoodsonhood (EPHP).(EPHP). IfIf theythey weren'tweren't sat­sat­
isfied,isfied, humanhuman persons,persons, asas wewe knowknow 
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them,them, wouldwould notnot exist.exist. InIn circum­circum­
stancesstances vastlyvastly differentdifferent fromfrom thosethose wewe 
encounterencounter inin thisthis world,world, thethe limita­limita­
tionstions onon humanhuman personalpersonal existenceexistence 
representedrepresented byby (EPHP)(EPHP) wouldwould notnot 
havehave toto bebe tata kenken intointo concon siderationsideration byby 
persons.persons. ButBut inin ourour world,world, theythey areare 
atat leastleast asas obvious,obvious, pervasive,pervasive, andand 
importantimportant featuresfeatures ofof ourour existenceexistence asas 
thethe sun,sun, and,and, barringbarring anyany radicalradical 
changeschanges inin ourour abilityability toto transformtransform 
ouou rselvesrselves andand ouou rr envienvi ronment,ronment, theythey 
areare herehere toto stay.stay. BecauseBecause theythey areare 
locatedlocated atat thethe centercenter stagestage ofof ouou rr 
existence,existence, theythey seemseem toto meme toto bebe justjust 
thethe sortsort ofof thingthing whichwhich anyany adequate,adequate, 
realisticrealistic moralitymorality needsneeds toto taketake intointo 
accouaccou nt.nt. 

ThereThere isis oneone otherother empiempi ricalrical factfact 
whichwhich circumscribescircumscribes thethe existenceexistence ofof 
humanhuman personspersons whichwhich shouldshould alsoalso bebe 
notednoted inin thisthis context.context. ThisThis factfact is,is, 
uu nfortunfortu natelynately ,, haha rdrd toto identifyidentify withwith 
anythinganything likelike precision.precision. AnAn existen­existen­
tialisttialist labellabel forfor itit mightmight bebe RadicalRadical 
ContiConti ngency,ngency, butbut aa somewhatsomewhat lessless 
dramaticdramatic titletitle isis NaturalNatural Contingency.Contingency. 
WeWe are,are, everyoneeveryone oneone ofof usus readingreading 
thisthis paper,paper, Fortune'sFortune's Favored,Favored, atat 
leastleast toto aa veryvery greatgreat extent.extent. WeWe areare 
allall persons-that'spersons-that's assured-andassured-and wewe areare 
allall luckylucky enoughenough toto bebe livingliving inin rela­rela­
tivelytively prosperousprosperous andand safesafe timestimes andand 
toto havehave thethe intelligence,intelligence, knowledge,knowledge, 
andand leisureleisure toto readread andand understandunderstand 
articlesarticles inin learnedlearned journals.journals. ButBut thethe 
firstfirst pointpoint isis thethe importantimportant oneone asas farfar 
asas basicbasic rightsrights aa rere concerned.concerned. WeWe 
areare allall persons.persons. NotNot soso ourour brain­brain­
damageddamaged friend,friend, oror ourour MongoloidMongoloid twintwin 
brother,brother, oror ouou rr formerformer neighborneighbor whowho 
isis mentallymentally thoughthough notnot physicallyphysically aa 
dog.dog. WhatWhat separatesseparates usus fromfrom themthem isis 
whatwhat II havehave calledcalled thethe empiricalempirical pre­pre­
conditionsconditions forfor humanhuman personhood-thatpersonhood-that 
andand NatuNatu ralral ContiConti ngency,ngency, thethe factfact 
thatthat 'the'the breaks'breaks' don'tdon't favorfavor everyevery 
singlesingle humanhuman being,being, thatthat toto aa largelarge 
extentextent eacheach ofof usus simplysimply findsfinds himselfhimself 
inin aa particularparticular positionposition inin thethe world,world, 
thatthat chance,chance, contingency,contingency, luck,luck, thethe 
lawslaws ofof naturenature concerningconcerning thethe 
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developmentdevelopment ofof personspersons allall playplay aa 
largelarge rolerole inin determingdeterming whetherwhether 
(EPHP)(EPHP) areare satisfiedsatisfied inin anyany particularparticular 
case.case. IfIf theythey areare satisfied,satisfied, thethe bene­bene­
ficiariesficiaries cancan taketake nono creditcredit forfor havinghaving 
seenseen toto itit thatthat theythey were;were; thatthat wasn'twasn't 
theirtheir doing.doing. AndAnd ifif theythey areare notnot sat­sat­
isfied,isfied, thethe victimsvictims deservedeserve nono blame;blame; 
thatthat alsoalso waswas notnot theirtheir doing.doing. TheThe 
latter,latter, thethe victims,victims, areare Fortune'sFortune's 
Fools,Fools, or,or, inin thethe casecase ofof thethe infantinfant 
andand thethe fetus,fetus, Fortune'sFortune's NotNot YetYet 
FavoredFavored (if(if theythey aa rere lucky).lucky). 

MyMy aa nswernswer toto thethe objection,objection, then,then, 
ISIS thatthat basicbasic rightsrights maymay wellwell dependdepend 
onon personperson hoodhood simplicitersimpliciter inaina worldworld 
inin whichwhich the'the' notionnotion ofof aa personperson werewere 
easilyeasily separableseparable fromfrom thatthat ofof aa humanhuman 
being,being, andand inin whichwhich personhoodpersonhood 
wasn'twasn't boubou ndnd byby biological,biological, social,social, 
physical,physical, andand psychologicalpsychological factors,factors, oror 
byby thethe vulnerabilitiesvulnerabilities toto whichwhich humanhuman 
fleshflesh andand mindmind areare subject,subject, oror byby thethe 
realreal threatsthreats toto existenceexistence whichwhich wewe allall 
face,face, thth reatsreats posedposed byby conditionsconditions overover 
whichwhich wewe havehave littlelittle oror nono control-incontrol-in 
short,short, byby thethe lawslaws ofof natunatu rere andand thethe 
particularparticular factsfacts aboutabout particularparticular 
humanhuman beingsbeings andand theirtheir circumstancescircumstances 
which,which, inin aa veryvery realreal sense,sense, wewe areare 
simplysimply saddledsaddled with.with. IInn aa worldworld ofof 
thatthat sort,sort, oneone inin whichwhich suchsuch thingsthings 
didn'tdidn't havehave toto bebe takentaken intointo consider­consider­
ation,ation, basicbasic rightsrights wouldwould bebe derivablederivable 
fromfrom personhoodpersonhood andand fromfrom nothingnothing 
more.more. InIn ourour world,world, however,however, suchsuch 
basicbasic (quasi-(quasi- )metaphysical)metaphysical andand inelimi­inelimi­
nablenable empiricalempirical factorsfactors areare soso familiarfamiliar 
andand soso wovenwoven intointo thethe veryvery texturetexture ofof 
ouou rr liveslives that,that, perhapsperhaps paradoxically,paradoxically, 
wewe moralmoral theoriststheorists maymay needneed toto divertdivert 
ouou rr attentionattention fromfrom thethe abstractionsabstractions 
whichwhich wewe havehave beenbeen soso successfulsuccessful atat 
teachteach iingng ouou rselvesrselves toto notice-person­notice-person­
hood,hood, autonomy,autonomy, interests,interests, thethe valuevalue 
ofof life,life, etc.-andetc.-and toto makemake aa specialspecial 
efforteffort inin orderorder toto seesee thatthat they,they, thethe 
patentpatent "bou"bou ndanda ry"ry" factors,factors, conceptualconceptual 
andand empirical,empirical, areare therethere atat all.all. IfIf thethe 
notionnotion ofof basicbasic rightsrights isis toto bebe usefullyusefully 
employedemployed inin thethe worldworld wewe have,have, itit 
seemsseems toto meme thatthat justjust thethe sortsort ofof 
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factorsfactors notednoted aboveabove havehave toto bebe tata kenken 
intointo accouaccou nt.nt. 

ButBut toto saysay thisthis isis notnot enough.enough. 
TheThe skepticskeptic maymay returnreturn atat thisthis pointpoint 
toto objectobject thatthat thethe argumentargument goesgoes nono 
distancedistance towardtoward showingshowing whatwhat sortsort ofof 
beingsbeings shoushou IdId bebe ascribedascribed basicbasic 
rights,rights, butbut onlyonly thatthat whateverwhatever beingsbeings 
areare ascribedascribed basicbasic rights,rights, thethe factsfacts 
mentionedmentioned aboveabove havehave toto bebe tata kenken intointo 
consideration.consideration. BasicBasic rights,rights, thethe 
argumentargument wouldwould continue,continue, are,are, what­what­
everever theirtheir content,content, special,special, non­non­
world-boundworld-bound possessions,possessions, possessionspossessions 
whwh ichich ifif hadhad byby someone,someone, aa rere hadhad byby 
himhim inin everyevery possiblepossible world.world. ButBut thethe 
contentcontent ofof suchsuch rightsrights maymay wellwell bebe 
world-dependent,world-dependent, asas personalpersonal life,life, forfor 
instance,instance, maymay taketake vastlyvastly differentdifferent 
forms,forms, i.i. e.,e., havehave vastlyvastly differentdifferent 
(quasi-(quasi- )metaphysical)metaphysical criteriacriteria andand bebe 
subjectsubject toto vastlyvastly differentdifferent empiempi ricalrical 
preconditionspreconditions andand naturalnatural contingen­contingen­
cies,cies, inin differentdifferent worlds.worlds. Moreover,Moreover, 
toto taketake quasi-metaphysicalquasi-metaphysical connec­connec­
tions,tions, (EPHP),(EPHP), andand NaturalNatural Contin­Contin­
gencygency intointo accountaccount inin ascribingascribing basicbasic 
rightsrights isis toto openopen thethe doordoor toto thethe pos­pos­
sibilitysibility ofof frogs,frogs, fish,fish, andand fleasfleas asas 
rightsrights possessors-certainlypossessors-certainly anan unto­unto­
wardward consequence.consequence. FromFrom thisthis itit cancan 
bebe seenseen thatthat existenceexistence precedesprecedes 
essence,essence, asas farfar asas basicbasic rightsrights areare 
concerned:concerned: determiningdetermining whowho poss­poss­
essesesses basicbasic rightsrights isis andand mustmust bebe log­log­
icallyically priorprior toto determiningdetermining whatwhat thethe 
contentcontent ofof suchsuch rigrig htshts are.are. 

ToTo respondrespond toto thisthis charge,charge, II wouldwould 
likelike toto presentpresent thethe mainmain outlineoutline ofof mymy 
entireentire argumentargument inin briefbrief form.form. AnAn 
explanationexplanation ofof itsits lastlast majormajor premisepremise 
will,will, II hope,hope, constituteconstitute anan adequateadequate 
reply.reply. 

(1)(1) TheThe conceptsconcepts ofof aa humanhuman 
beingbeing andand aa personperson areare notnot 
relatedrelated merelymerely empirically,empirically, andand 
humanhuman personspersons cancan andand dodo 
identifyidentify withwith humanhuman non-per­non-per­
sons.sons. ThisThis identification-whichidentification-which 
isis notnot sympathysympathy oror compassioncompassion 

butbut aa recogrecog nn itionition ofof oneselfoneself 
andand whatwhat oneone waswas (a(a fetus,fetus, aa 
child)child) oror couldcould bebe (brain-dam­(brain-dam­
aged,aged, comatose,comatose, retarded,retarded, 
etc.etc. )-has)-has metaphysicalmetaphysical oror qua­qua­
si-metaphysicalsi-metaphysical underpinningsunderpinnings 
ofof thethe sortsort describeddescribed above.above. 

(2)(2) TheThe existenceexistence ofof humanhuman 
personspersons isis constrainedconstrained byby lawslaws 
ofof naturenature andand byby particularparticular 
empiricalempirical factsfacts ofof existence,existence, 
e.g.,e.g., thatthat therethere isis notnot enoughenough 
proteinprotein inin aa givengiven child'schild's dietdiet 
forfor hishis brainbrain toto developdevelop prop­prop­
erly.erly. ThereThere isis IIittleittle toto noth­noth­
inging thatthat individualindividual humanhuman ben­ben­
eficiaeficia riesries oror victimsvictims cancan dodo 
aboutabout this,this, soso farfar asas theirtheir ownown 
casecase isis concerned.concerned. 

(3)(3) ChanceChance occurrences,occurrences, manymany 
ofof themthem unforeseen,unforeseen, toto whichwhich 
allall HomoHomo sapienssapiens areare subject,subject, 
maymay wellwell preventprevent aa humanhuman fromfrom 
becomingbecoming aa personperson (e.g.,(e.g., 
geneticallygenetically linkedlinked retardation)retardation) 
oror robrob aa personperson ofof hh isis person­person­
hoodhood (e.g.,(e.g., senility).senility). Again,Again, 
itit isis notnot withinwithin ourour powerpower toto 
makemake ourselvesourselves invulnerableinvulnerable toto 
suchsuch contingencies,contingencies, or,or, inin mostmost 
cases,cases, toto foreseeforesee themthem withwith 
anyany greatgreat accuracy,accuracy, oror toto pre­pre­
ventvent themthem fromfrom occuoccu rring.rring. 

(4)(4) HumanHuman non-persons,non-persons, then,then, 
shouldshould bebe ascribedascribed basicbasic 
rights;rights; forfor althoughalthough inin thethe 
primaryprimary casecase itit isis personspersons whowho 
areare ascribedascribed basicbasic rights,rights, 
equalityequality ofof opportunity,opportunity, or,or, 
better,better, fairness,fairness, requiresrequires usus 
toto ascribeascribe basicbasic rightsrights toto 
humanhuman non-personsnon-persons asas well.well. 

IfIf thisthis argumentargument isis successful-andsuccessful-and 
itsits lastlast pp remiremi sese (that(that concernconcern iingng 
equalityequality andand fairnessfairness inin (4)),(4)), hashas notnot 
yetyet beenbeen explainedexplained oror defended-itdefended-it 
showsshows thatthat allall humanhuman beingsbeings havehave aa 
rightright toto life,life, andand itit doesdoes so,so, inin part,part, 
byby applyingapplying aa principleprinciple ofof equalityequality toto 
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humanhuman non-persons.non-persons. HowHow exactlyexactly isis 
thethe principleprinciple applied,applied, andand whywhy 
wouldn'twouldn't thethe argument,argument, ifif successful,successful, 
alsoalso showshow that,that, say,say, dogsdogs whowho havehave 
thethe mentalmental capacitycapacity ofof infantsinfants alsoalso 
havehave aa rightright toto life?life? 

PartPart ofof thethe answeranswer herehere lieslies inin thethe 
'logic''logic' ofof thethe principleprinciple ofof equality:equality: itit 
applies,applies, inin anyany givengiven case,case, onlyonly toto aa 
restrictedrestricted classclass ofof things.things. WhatWhat thethe 
principleprinciple ofof equalityequality isis appliedapplied inin 
respectrespect to,to, e.g.,e.g., thethe rightright toto havehave aa 
decentdecent education,education, determidetermi nesnes thethe rele­rele­
vantvant classclass coveredcovered byby thethe principle;principle; 
e.e. g.,g., aa snailsnail hashas nono rightright toto aa decentdecent 
educationeducation andand needneed notnot bebe accordedaccorded 
thethe samesame opportuopportu nn ityity toto havehave aa decentdecent 
educationeducation asas normalnormal humanhuman offspring.offspring. 
ItIt is,is, itit seemsseems toto me,me, thethe historyhistory andand 
possibilitypossibility ofof (natural)(natural) kindkind instancesinstances 
whichwhich determinesdetermines thethe scopescope ofof thethe 
principleprinciple whenwhen basicbasic rightsrights areare inin 
question.question. AndAnd itit alsoalso seemsseems toto meme 
that,that, inin regardregard toto basicbasic rights,rights, humanhuman 
nonnon -- person'sperson's areare inin thethe samesame classclass asas 
humanhuman persons.persons. TheyThey andand notnot dogsdogs 
areare inin thethe samesame classclass thatthat wewe areare 
becausebecause theythey areare inin thethe samesame existen­existen­
tialtial boat:boat: besidesbesides thethe conceptualconceptual 
linkagelinkage repeatedlyrepeatedly emphasizedemphasized above,above, 
therethere areare thethe importantimportant factsfacts thatthat wewe 
identifyidentify withwith them,them, realizerealize thatthat wewe 
couldcould bebe (or(or onceonce were)were) them,them, andand 
theythey couldcould bebe (and(and perhapsperhaps somedaysomeday 
willwill be)be) us;us; thatthat theythey areare subjectsubject toto 
thethe samesame unforeseeableunforeseeable (or(or atat leastleast 
unpreventable)unpreventable) unfortunateunfortunate vicissi­vicissi­
tudestudes ofof fortune,fortune, inin respectrespect toto per­per­
sonhood,sonhood, thatthat wewe are;are; thatthat givengiven thethe 
opportunityopportunity (a(a fairfair chance),chance), theythey willwill 
(normally)(normally) developdevelop intointo persons,persons, justjust 
asas wewe did,did, oror theythey wouldwould remainremain per­per­
sons,sons, ifif foulfoul fortunefortune didn'tdidn't intervene,intervene, 
justjust asas wewe inin factfact do.do. Basically,Basically, 
thesethese areare thethe pointspoints notednoted inin (1)-(3).(1)-(3). 
AllAll applyapply onlyonly toto humanhuman beings,beings, atat 
leastleast soso fafa rr asas wewe cucu rrentlyrrently know.know. 

If,If, then,then, allall humanhuman beingsbeings areare ourour 
fellowfellow travellerstravellers (even(even ifif itit isis alsoalso 
true,true, asas CoraCora DiamondDiamond says,says, thatthat 
nonhumannonhuman animalsanimals areare ourour fellowfellow 
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creaturescreatures 1616 
),), thenthen allall havehave aa rightright toto 

life.life. ForFor thosethose (live)(live) humanhuman beingsbeings 
whowho areare notnot personspersons areare notnot personspersons 
justjust because-andbecause-and itit isis thisthis 'just'just 
because'because' amongamong otherother things,things, thatthat 
distinguishesdistinguishes HomoHomo sapienssapiens fromfrom otherother 
species-theyspecies-they werewere denden iedied thethe opportu­opportu­
nitynity toto becomebecome oror toto remainremain persons.persons. 
TheirTheir notnot beingbeing personspersons isis nono faultfault ofof 
theirtheir ownown butbut thethe resultresult ofof havinghaving 4747 
chch romosomesromosomes (the(the MongoloidMongoloid twitwi nn 
brother),brother), oror ofof beingbeing involvedinvolved inin aa 
carcar accidentaccident (the(the brain-damagedbrain-damaged 
friend),friend), oror ofof havinghaving organicorganic oror envi­envi­
ronmentally-ronmentally- inducedinduced schsch izophizoph renren iaia 
(Wa(Wa IterIter Weber),Weber), oror ofof anyany nn umberumber ofof 
causes.causes. ToTo speaspea kk anthanth ropomorphropomorph icallyically 
forfor aa moment,moment, givengiven thisthis inequity,inequity, 
givengiven thatthat thethe lawslaws ofof natunatu rere andand 
NatuNatu ralral ContingencyContingency deprivedeprive somesome 
humanshumans ofof personhood,personhood, basicbasic morality,morality, 
perhapsperhaps naturalnatural law,law, ensuresensures atat leastleast 
thethe minimumminimum ofof fairnessfairness here,here, andand 
redressesredresses thethe moralmoral balance,balance, makesmakes upup 
forfor nature'snature's inhumanityinhumanity toto humanity,humanity, 
byby accordingaccording basicbasic rights.rights. (While(While 
naturenature maymay displaydisplay inhumanityinhumanity toto 
caninity,caninity, eveneven caninitycaninity asas aa whole,whole, 
suchsuch inhumanityinhumanity isis not-innot-in factfact isis ne­ne­
ver-vis-a-visver-vis-a-vis personhoodpersonhood [the[the centralcentral 
though,though, ifif II amam correct,correct, notnot thethe onlyonly 
groundground forfor thethe ascriptionascription ofof basicbasic 
rights].rights]. BothBoth ourour conceptsconcepts andand ourour 
empiempi ricalrical theoriestheories andand lawslaws attestattest toto 
suchsuch aa fact.)fact.) TheThe reachreach ofof basicbasic 
rights,rights, then,then, exceedsexceeds thethe graspgrasp ofof 
personhood,personhood, andand thatthat becausebecause wewe livelive 
inin thethe world,world, andand thethe decidedlydecidedly 
imperfectimperfect world,world, thatthat wewe do.do. II hopehope 
thatthat isis sufficientsufficient toto showshow whywhy NaturalNatural 
ContingencyContingency andand (EPHP)(EPHP) notnot onlyonly helphelp 
determinedetermine thethe contentcontent ofof basicbasic rightsrights 
butbut alsoalso whowho shouldshould bebe accordedaccorded 
them.them. 

II wouldwould nownow likelike toto dischargedischarge mymy 
assumptionassumption thatthat thethe "ou"ou rr own"own" andand 
"us""us" ofof (55)(55) referrefer toto humanhuman beings.beings. 
IfIf thethe aboveabove argumentargument isis acceptable,acceptable, 
andand if,if, asas II havehave assumed,assumed, allall personspersons 
belongbelong toto somesome biologicalbiological species,species, thenthen 
thethe samesame argumentargument wouldwould seemseem toto 
apply,apply, mutatismutatis mutandis,mutandis, toto whateverwhatever 
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speciesspecies werewere pickedpicked outout byby "our"our own"own" 
andand "us.""us." H.H. G.G. Wells'sWells's Martians,Martians, forfor 
example,example, werewere personspersons whowho werewere notnot 
HomoHomo sapiens,sapiens, but,but, asas thethe novelnovel 
makesmakes abundantlyabundantly clear,clear, they,they, too,too, 
werewere subjectsubject toto aa rangerange ofof biologicalbiological 
vuvu IInerabilnerabil itiesities andand natunatu ralral conticonti ngen­ngen­
ciescies quitequite similarsimilar toto thethe onesones wewe are.are. 
AndAnd soso itit wouwou IdId bebe withwith everyevery spec­spec­
ies,ies, itit seemsseems toto me.me. 

ButBut ifif (55)(55) isis thusthus established,established, soso 
isis (F5).(F5). ForFor ifif everyevery humanhuman beingbeing 
hashas aa rightright toto life,life, andand ifif every,every, say,say, 
WellsianWellsian MartianMartian hashas aa rightright toto life,life, 
andand soso onon forfor everyevery speciesspecies charac­charac­
terizedterized byby personperson hood,hood, thenthen everyevery 
membermember ofof everyevery speciesspecies generallygenerally 
characterizedcharacterized byby personhoodpersonhood hashas aa 
rightright toto life-whichlife-which isis justjust (F5).(F5). 

IIIIII 

II wouldwould nownow likelike toto raiseraise andand toto 
discussdiscuss brieflybriefly sevenseven objectionsobjections toto mymy 
argument.argument. 

ObjectionObjection 1.1. YouYou seemseem toto rejectreject 
sympathysympathy asas aa groundground forfor speciesism,speciesism, 
butbut II don'tdon't seesee thatthat youryour argumentargument 
differsdiffers significantlysignificantly fromfrom aa sympathy­sympathy­
basedbased argument.argument. Aren'tAren't youyou reallyreally 
arguingarguing thatthat basicbasic rightsrights shouldshould bebe 
extendedextended toto humanhuman non-non- per$ons,per$ons, 
basedbased onon sympathy?sympathy? Actually,Actually, thethe 
argumentargument isis notnot basedbased onon sympathysympathy 
butbut isis primarilyprimarily Kantian-KantianKantian-Kantian inin 
spiritspirit ifif notnot letter.letter. TheThe samesame conclu­conclu­
sionsion cancan bebe derived,derived, II think,think, ifif thethe 
CategoricalCategorical Imperative,Imperative, in,in, say,say, itsits 
firstfirst formulationformulation (which(which requiresrequires us,us, 
humanhuman persons,persons, toto universalizeuniversalize thethe 
maximsmaxims underlyingunderlying ourour actionsactions andand 
policies),policies), werewere appliedapplied toto aa maximmaxim 
whichwhich precludedprecluded humanhuman non-personsnon-persons 
fromfrom havinghaving aa rightright toto lifelife (such(such as,as, 
'Whenever'Whenever membersmembers ofof thethe samesame spec­spec­
iesies asas myself,myself, subjectsubject toto thethe samesame 
lawslaws ofof nature,nature, biologicalbiological limitations,limitations, 
natunatu ralral history,history, andand contingenciescontingencies ofof 
fortunefortune surroundingsurrounding personhood,personhood, areare 
notnot persons,persons, theythey shallshall havehave nono basicbasic 
rights'),rights'), oror ifif wewe tooktook seriouseriou slysly thethe 

KantianKantian dictumdictum toto transformtransform moralmoral lawslaws 
intointo naturalnatural lawslaws (that(that is,is, lawslaws ofof 
nature).nature). ItIt isis anan unsympatheticunsympathetic Puri­Puri­
tantan (a(a PuritanPuritan whowho apparentlyapparently diddid otot 
opposeoppose capitalcapital punishment)punishment) whowho isis 
supposedsupposed toto havehave said,said, "There"There butbut forfor 
thethe gg racerace ofof GodGod gogo I"I" whenwhen hehe sawsaw aa 
manman beingbeing ledled toto thethe gallows.gallows. TheThe 
spiritspirit ofof thatthat remarkremark isis thethe spiritspirit ofof 
mymy argument.argument. 

ObjectionObjection 2.2. Still,Still, youryour argumentargument 
isis aa potentialitypotentiality argument,argument, isn'tisn't it?it? 
HowHow elseelse couldcould thethe relevantrelevant classclass ofof 
creaturescreatures bebe pickedpicked out?out? AndAnd yetyet 
potentialitypotentiality argumentsarguments areare notoriouslynotoriously 
weak.weak. NoNo merelymerely potentialpotential "A""A" stu­stu­
dentdent hashas aa rightright toto anan "A";"A"; nono merelymerely 
potentialpotential blindblind personperson hashas aa rightright toto 
anan extraextra deductiondeduction onon hishis incomeincome tax;tax; 
nono merelymerely potentialpotential benefactorbenefactor ofof Mar­Mar­
quettequette UniversityUniversity hashas aa rightright toto havehave 
hishis namename includedincluded onon Marquette'sMarquette's 
annualannual listlist ofof FriendsFriends ofof thethe Univer­Univer­
sity.sity. MereMere potentialpotential possessionpossession ofof thethe 
qualificationqualification forfor aa right,right, then,then, isis notnot 
sufficientsufficient forfor actualactual possessionpossession ofof thatthat 
rightright 1717-which-which isis notnot toto deny,deny, itit 
shouldshould bebe noted,noted, thatthat inin atat leastleast somesome 
casescases ofof potentialpotential possession,possession, prefer­prefer­
redred treatmenttreatment andand // oror treatmenttreatment asas ifif aa 
rightright werewere actuallyactually possessedpossessed mightmight bebe 
warranted.warranted. Secondly,Secondly, thethe conceptconcept ofof 
potentialitypotentiality simplysimply isn'tisn't strongstrong enoughenough 
toto dodo thethe workwork youyou wantwant itit to.to. TheThe 
braibrainn damageddamaged andand senile,senile, forfor exam­exam­
pIe,pIe, maymay notnot bebe eveneven potentialpotential per­per­
sons.sons. II agag reeree withwith youyou thatthat "mere"mere 
potentialpotential possessionpossession ofof thethe qualifica­qualifica­
tionstions forfor aa rightright isis notnot sufficientsufficient forfor 
actualactual possessionpossession ofof thatthat right,"right," butbut II 
havehave toto addadd thatthat thethe realreal questionquestion inin 
thisthis contextcontext is,is, WhatWhat areare thethe actualactual 
qualificationsqualifications forfor aa rightright toto life?life? Pro­Pro­
ponentsponents ofof potentiapotentia IIityity aa rgrg umentsuments 
thinkthink thatthat thethe potentialpotential possessionpossession ofof 
personhoodpersonhood isis thatthat actualactual qualification,qualification, 
andand soso couldcould agreeagree withwith youryour principleprinciple 
yetyet obviateobviate youyou rr criticism.criticism. 

InIn anyany case,case, though,though, notnot potential­potential­
ity,ity, but,but, inin additionaddition toto thethe pointspoints 
notednoted underunder (1),(1), twotwo neighboringneighboring 
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conceptsconcepts provideprovide somesome ofof thethe neededneeded 
backingbacking forfor mymy argument.argument. ToTo useuse 
ThomasThomas Nagel'sNagel's terms,terms, thoughthough perhapsperhaps 
withwith slightlyslightly differentdifferent sensessenses thanthan hehe 
does,does, itit isis historyhistory andand possibility,possibility, 1818 

appliedapplied inin respectrespect toto membershipmembership inin 
thethe speciesspecies HomoHomo sapiens,sapiens, whichwhich helphelp 
toto determinedetermine thethe relevantrelevant class.class. ForFor 
itit isis historyhistory andand possibility,possibility, amongamong 
otherother things,things, whichwhich telltell usus thatthat thethe 
fetus,fetus, thethe insane,insane, andand thethe senilesenile 
aren'taren't utterlyutterly differentdifferent fromfrom us-aren'tus-aren't 
dd iffeiffe rentrent inin thth ee wayway thth at,at, say,say, otteotte rsrs 
are-andare-and thatthat thethe fatefate ofof ourour brainbrain 
damageddamaged friendfriend couldcould bebe ourour fate,fate, oror 
vicevice versa.versa. 

ObjectionObjection 3.3. OnOn youryour view,view, anan 
irreversiblyirreversibly comatosecomatose humanhuman beingbeing hashas 
aa rightright toto life.life. That'sThat's notnot mymy intui­intui­
tion,tion, notnot thethe intuitionintuition ofof manymany morallymorally 
sensitivesensitive people,people, andand notnot thethe intuitionintuition 
ofof aa numbernumber ofof philosophers.philosophers. 1919 AreAre 
youyou askingasking usus toto givegive upup ourour intui­intui­
tion?tion? ProbablyProbably not-butnot-but thatthat maymay bebe 
becausebecause II don'tdon't reallyreally thinkthink thatthat 
that'sthat's youryour intuition.intuition. If,If, however,however, 
afterafter readingreading whatwhat II havehave toto saysay youyou 
dodo have,have, oror stillstill have,have, thatthat intuition,intuition, 
thenthen II dodo askask youyou toto changechange it.it. 

MyMy intuition,intuition, andand whatwhat followsfollows onon 
mymy argument,argument, isis thatthat thethe permanentlypermanently 
comatosecomatose havehave aa rightright toto life.life. ButBut 
thatthat isis notnot toto saysay thatthat itit wouldwould bebe 
best,best, allall thingsthings considered,considered, oror inin thethe 
bestbest interestsinterests ofof anan irreversiblyirreversibly coma­coma­
tosetose human,human, forfor him/herhim/her toto remainremain 
alive.alive. ItIt maymay wellwell bebe best,best, perhapsperhaps 
forfor everyone,everyone, forfor thatthat humanhuman beingbeing toto 
die.die. LifeLife underunder suchsuch circumstancescircumstances 
maymay bebe reasonablyreasonably viewedviewed asas undigni­undigni­
fied,fied, ofof nono valuevalue toto thethe humanhuman leadingleading 
it,it, andand withoutwithout pointpoint oror purpose.purpose. 
ManyMany end-stageend-stage terminalterminal cancercancer 
patientspatients areare inin veryvery muchmuch thethe samesame 
position,position, exceptexcept thatthat theythey areare proba­proba­
blybly inin aa greatgreat dealdeal ofof pain,pain, andand some,some, 
decidingdeciding forfor themselvesthemselves thatthat itit wouldwould 
bebe bestbest ifif theythey werewere dead,dead, commitcommit 
suicidesuicide oror requestrequest euthanasia.euthanasia. End­End­
stagestage cancercancer patients,patients, though,though, havehave aa 
rightright toto life.life. TheThe life-situationlife-situation ofof thethe 
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permanentlypermanently comatosecomatose seemsseems tometome toto 
bebe relevantlyrelevantly similarsimilar inin mostmost importantimportant 
respects,respects, except,ofexcept,of course,course, thatthat theythey 
areare notnot conscious,conscious, andand soso aa decisiondecision 
toto endend lifelife wouldwould havehave toto bebe mademade byby 
others-whichothers-which isis notnot toto saysay thatthat suchsuch aa 
decisiondecision (for(for non-voluntaryeuthana­non-voluntaryeuthana­
sia)sia) couldn'tcouldn't bebe justifiablyjustifiably made.made. InIn 
short,short, ifif youyou rr iintuntu itionition isis likelike mimi ne,ne, itit 
isis that,that, givengiven thethe permanentpermanent lossloss ofof 
dignity,dignity, value,value, andand meaningmeaning inin thethe 
liveslives ofof thethe irreversiblyirreversibly comatose,comatose, itit 
maymay bebe better,better, oror atat leastleast nono worse,worse, 
ifif theythey werewere dead.dead. 

ObjectionObjection lj..lj.. don'tdon't havehave thethe 
handshands oror thethe musicalmusical abilityability ofof ArthurArthur 
RubensteiRubenstein-andn-and allall becausebecause "cruel"cruel 
fate"fate" didn'tdidn't soso gracegrace me.me. OnOn youryour 
argumentargument doesn'tdoesn't itit followfollow thatthat II havehave 
allall thethe pianipianist-st- rigrightshts ofof Rub"enstein?Rub"enstein? 
AndAnd sincesince thisthis particularparticular "example"example isis aa 
randomrandom one,one, aren'taren't youyou committedcommitted toto 
thethe viewview thatthat everyoneeveryone hashas everyevery 
rightright thatthat anyoneanyone has?has? That'sThat's aa 
reductioreductio ofof youryour position.position. ItIt wouldwould 
bebe ifif II werewere committedcommitted toto suchsuch aa view,view, 
butbut II don'tdon't thinkthink II am.am. WhatWhat II 
argue,argue, inin part,part, isis thatthat whenwhen 
nature-lawsnature-laws ofof naturenature andand NaturalNatural 
Contingency-deniesContingency-denies aa humanhuman beingbeing thethe 
usualusual qualificationsqualifications forfor possessingpossessing 
basicbasic rights,rights, namelynamely personhood,personhood, 
basicbasic morality,morality, perhapsperhaps naturalnatural law,law, 
makesmakes duedue restitutionrestitution forfor suchsuch aa fun­fun­
damentaldamental injustice.injustice. ButBut thisthis isis reallyreally 
restitution,restitution, itit seemsseems toto me,me, reallyreally thethe 
restoringrestoring ofof whatwhat isis rightlyrightly thethe pos­pos­
sessionsession ofof aa humanhuman being,being, namelynamely 
basicbasic rights.rights. InIn otherother words,words, basicbasic 
rights,rights, unli·keunli·ke allall otherother rightsrights (such(such 
asas pianist-rights,pianist-rights, whateverwhatever theythey maymay 
be),be), seemseem toto bebe thethe natunatu rara II bibi rthrth rigrig htht 
ofof humans,humans, atat leastleast inin thethe worldworld wewe 
have.have. ForFor personhoodpersonhood isis species­species­
specificspecific (so(so farfar asas wewe know),know), andand 
withinwithin ourour speciesspecies thethe norm:norm: itsits 
absence,absence, notnot itsits pr~esence,pr~esence, callscalls for~for~ 

specialspecial explanation.explanation. NotNot soso excellenceexcellence 
asas aa pianist,pianist, pianisticpianistic ability,ability, oror anan 
abilityability oror acquireacquire eithereither trait.trait. HenceHence 
talktalk ofof basicbasic rightsrights asas thethe naturalnatural 
birthrightbirthright ofof humanhuman beings,beings, allall ofof 
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them,them, isis appropriateappropriate (while(while ofof frogs,frogs, 
nonenone ofof them,them, isis itit so);so); andand hencehence 
talktalk ofof pianistpianist rightsrights asas thethe naturalnatural 
birthrightbirthright ofof humanhuman beingsbeings outout ofof 
place.place. PutPut somewhatsomewhat differently-anddifferently-and 
certainlycertainly extravagantly-itextravagantly-it wouldwould bebe 
appropriateappropriate toto askask thethe SupremeSupreme CourtCourt 
of,of, JusticeJustice ofof thethe CosmosCosmos forfor adequateadequate 
compensationcompensation forfor havinghaving beenbeen denieddenied 
personhood-suchpersonhood-such aa requestrequest wouldwould bebe 
reasonable,reasonable, andand thethe onlyonly adequateadequate 
compensationcompensation wouldwould bebe thethe accordanceaccordance 
ofof basicbasic rights-butrights-but itit wouwou IdId notnot bebe 
appropriateappropriate toto askask forfor compensationcompensation 
forfor havinghaving beenbeen denieddenied Rubenstein'sRubenstein's 
handshands andand musicalmusical ability.ability. GiftsGifts ofof 
fortune,fortune, unlikeunlike personhood,personhood, areare nono 
one'sone's bb iirtrt hh rigrig hhtt .. 

ObjectionObjection 5.5. OnOn youryour view,view, ifif oneone 
membermember ofof aa speciesspecies happenshappens toto attainattain 
personhood-whetherpersonhood-whether aa aa resultresult ofof aa 
freakfreak accidentaccident ofof naturenature oror humanhuman 
interventionintervention isis irrelevant-thenirrelevant-then allall 
membersmembers ofof thatthat speciesspecies havehave aa rightright 
toto life.life. That'sThat's coucounterinterintuitive,ntuitive, andand 
itsits counterintuitivenesscounterintuitiveness drivesdrives meme 
awayaway fromfrom youryour speciesspecies principleprinciple andand 
backback toto aa purelypurely mentalisticmentalistic one.one. LetLet 
meme explain.explain. SupposeSuppose thatthat aa serumserum 
werewere developeddeveloped which,which, whenwhen injectedinjected 
intointo aa healthyhealthy kitten,kitten, enabledenabled thatthat 
kittenkitten toto developdevelop intointo aa felinefeline per­per­
son.son. 2020 IfIf oneone suchsuch kittenkitten diddid attainattain 
personhood,personhood, thenthen alJalJ membersmembers ofof hishis 
speciesspecies havehave aa rightright toto life-accordinglife-according 
toto you.you. Now,Now, II don'tdon't doubtdoubt thatthat thatthat 
particularparticular cat,cat, thethe oneone that'sthat's aa per­per­
son,son, hashas aa rightright toto life;life; butbut II doubtdoubt 
thatthat hishis beingbeing aa personperson hashas anythinganything 
toto dodo withwith whetherwhether Tabby,Tabby, mymy cat,cat, 
hashas aa rightright toto life.life. Tabby,Tabby, afterafter all,all, 
remairemainsns thethe samesame whetherwhether oror notnot suchsuch 
aa catcat exists,exists, hashas existed,existed, oror willwill 
exist.exist. That,That, II taketake it,it, isis aa powerfulpowerful 
argumentargument bothboth forfor rejectingrejecting youryour 
speciesspecies principlesprinciples andand forfor embracingembracing aa 
purelypurely mentalisticmentalistic principle.principle. Actually,Actually, 
II thinkthink thatthat youryour objectionobjection cancan bebe 
handledhandled inin eithereither ofof twotwo ways.ways. (1)(1) aa 
speciesistspeciesist likelike myselfmyself couldcould agreeagree thatthat 
thethe existenceexistence ofof aa super-catsuper-cat doesdoes 
endowendow everyevery membermember ~of~of thethe speciesspecies 

FelisFelis domesticadomestica withwith aa rightright toto life,life, 
thoughthough thatthat isis indeedindeed counterintuitive.counterintuitive. 
(2)(2) Or,Or, aa speciesistspeciesist couldcould holdhold thatthat 
youryour super-catsuper-cat waswas reallyreally aa membermember ofof 
anotheranother species,species, andand soso notnot bebe com­com­
mittedmitted toto thethe viewview that,that, shouldshould therethere 
bebe suchsuch aa super-cat,super-cat, allall membersmembers ofof 
thethe speciesspecies FelisFelis domesticadomestica havehave aa 
rightright toto life.life. TheThe secondsecond alternativealternative 
isis inin factfact moremore plausibleplausible forfor super­super­
cats-givencats-given thethe physiologicalphysiological conditionsconditions 
necessarynecessary forfor aa distinctlydistinctly personalpersonal 
mentalmental life,life, aa super-catsuper-cat wouldwould havehave toto 
bebe significantlysignificantly structurallystructurally dissimilardissimilar 
fromfrom normalnormal catscats (even(even ifif aa super-catsuper-cat 
couldcould matemate withwith aa normalnormal cat)-butcat)-but thethe 
firstfirst alternativealternative maymay notnot bebe implausi­implausi­
bleble forfor aa speciesspecies closeclose toto personhood,personhood, 
suchsuch asas chimpanzees,chimpanzees, dolphins,dolphins, andand 
whales.whales. 2121 

ObjectionObjection 6.6. YourYour viewview entailsentails 
thatthat underunder certaincertain conditionsconditions aa mem­mem­
berber ofof oneone speciesspecies hashas aa rightright toto life,life, 
whilewhile aa membermember ofof anotheranother speciesspecies whowho 
isis otherwiseotherwise relevantlyrelevantly similarsimilar toto thethe 
membermember ofof thethe firstfirst speciesspecies 
has-better,has-better, maymay have-nohave-no rightright toto life.life. 
Singer'sSinger's right:right: that'sthat's discriminationdiscrimination 
onon thethe basisbasis ofof species-speciesism,species-speciesism, inin 
thethe moremore obviousobvious sensesense ofof thethe 
term-andterm-and everyevery bitbit asas uglyugly andand deplo­deplo­
rablerable asas discriminationdiscrimination onon thethe basisbasis ofof 
sex-sexism-orsex-sexism-or discriminationdiscrimination onon thethe 
basisbasis oror race-racism.race-racism. AsAs neitherneither sex­sex­
ismism nornor racismracism isis acceptable,acceptable, neitherneither 
isis speciesism.speciesism. 2222 AlthoughAlthough II admitadmit thatthat 
thethe situationsituation mymy objectorobjector describesdescribes 
coucou IdId obtaiobtai n,n, II dondon ItIt fifi ndnd thatthat "ugly"ugly 
andand deplorable"deplorable" oror eveneven discrimina­discrimina­
tory,tory, givengiven thethe aa rgumentrgument ofof sectionsection 
II.II. AndAnd thethe analogiesanalogies withwith sexismsexism 
andand racismracism II findfind weak,weak, sincesince mymy 
aa rgumentrgument doesdoes notnot apply,apply, mutatismutatis 
mutandismutandis toto sexsex oror race.race. TheThe termterm 
"discrimination""discrimination" shouldn'tshouldn't bebe usedused soso 
freelyfreely oror quickly,quickly, II thinkthink ........ InIn 
fact,fact, II thinkthink itit shouldn'tshouldn't bebe usedused atat 
all,all, inin regardregard toto differentialdifferential treatmenttreatment 
onon thethe basisbasis ofof species,species, sexual,sexual, oror 
racialracial considerations,considerations, untiluntil thethe partic­partic­
ularular moralmoral importanceimportance ofof eacheach (if(if any)any) 
hashas beenbeen determineddetermined onon thethe basisbasis ofof 
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caca refurefu II individualindividual assessments.assessments. 2323 

ObjectionObjection 7.7. ""Compensation,Compensation, "" 
"restitution"restitution 1111 -these-these termsterms don'tdon't meanmean 
thethe samesame thing,thing, yetyet theythey seemseem toto bebe 
usedused byby youyou interchangeably.interchangeably. MoreMore 
important,important, though,though, isis thethe factfact thatthat 
thesethese termsterms makemake sensesense andand maymay wellwell 
bebe applicableapplicable inin certaincertain circumstancescircumstances 
inin whichwhich relationsrelations betweenbetween moralmoral 
agentsagents areare concerned.concerned. But,But, forfor thethe 
lifelife ofof me,me, II can'tcan't seesee howhow theythey makemake 
sense,sense, muchmuch lessless areare applicable,applicable, whenwhen 
thethe relationsrelations involvedinvolved areare thosethose 
betweenbetween natunatu rere andand individualindividual crea­crea­
tutu resres whowho aa renren 't't eveneven moramora II agents.agents. 
ItIt seemsseems toto meme thatthat youyou simplysimply per­per­
sonifysonify naturenature (and(and certaincertain selectedselected 
non-non- persons)persons) andand thenthen demanddemand thatthat 
justicejustice bebe served.served. YourYour procedure,procedure, 
inin short,short, lackslacks solidsolid conceptualconceptual sense.sense. 
TheThe papa rticurticu lala rr meamea ningsnings ofof "compensa­"compensa­
tion"tion" andand "restitution""restitution" aren'taren't sortedsorted 
-quite-quite true-buttrue-but II don'tdon't thinkthink thatthat 
doingdoing soso isis importantimportant forfor mymy argu­argu­
ment,ment, andand II don'tdon't thinkthink thatthat thisthis isis 
thethe placeplace toto dodo soso eveneven ifif itit were.were. 
TheThe moremore importantimportant chacha rge,rge, asas mymy 
criticcritic rightlyrightly notes,notes, isis thatthat thethe termsterms 
lacklack thethe conceptualconceptual backdropbackdrop neces­neces­
sarysary forfor theirtheir application.application. HereHere II 
appealappeal toto thethe factfact thatthat theythey andand otherother 
termsterms II useuse areare usedused metaphoricallymetaphorically 
byby allall thosethose whowho rejectreject (55)(55) andand (F5)(F5) 
and,and, inin fact,fact, byby everyoneeveryone whowho 
employsemploys thethe conceptconcept ofof aa basicbasic rightright 
atat all.all. MyMy aimaim isis toto supplysupply anan answeranswer 
toto Feinberg'sFeinberg's questionquestion ofof sectionsection I;I; 
whichwhich means,means, inin otherother words,words, thatthat II 
trytry toto showshow thatthat thethe conditionsconditions underunder 
whwh ichich aa creatucreatu rere hashas aa rigrig htht toto IIHeHe 
areare world-boundworld-bound inin aa numbernumber ofof waysways 
thatthat FeinbergFeinberg andand othersothers simplysimply over­over­
look.look. II argueargue thatthat itit isis notnot person­person­
hoodhood simplicitersimpliciter whichwhich ensuresensures thethe 
possessionpossession ofof basicbasic rights,rights, butbut per­per­
sonhoodsonhood cumcum itsits linkagelinkage toto humanityhumanity 
andand itsits world-boundworld-bound constraintsconstraints andand 
contingencies.contingencies. "Justice,""Justice," "restitu­"restitu­
tion,1Ition,1I andand "compensation""compensation" areare handyhandy 
metaphors,metaphors, justjust asas "accord"accord basicbasic 
rights"rights" is;is; theirtheir crucialcrucial role,role, how-how-
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ever,ever, isis onlyonly toto showshow whywhy aa concernconcern 
withwith personhoodpersonhood alonealone isis notnot enough,enough, 
andand toto linklink thethe factorsfactors justjust notednoted withwith 
thethe conceptconcept ofof aa rightright toto life.life. 5050 thethe 
anthropomorphismanthropomorphism isis notnot inextirpable,inextirpable, 
justjust convenconven iientent aa ndnd vivid.vivid. 

IVIV 

IfIf thethe lineline ofof argumentargument advancedadvanced inin 
thth isis paperpaper is'is' basicallybasically sousou nd,nd, phph ilo­ilo­
sophicalsophical argumentsarguments whichwhich inin somesome wayway 
dependdepend uponupon aa rejectionrejection ofof speciesismspeciesism 
ofof thethe sortsort II havehave beenbeen concernedconcerned 
withwith areare seriouslyseriously flawed.flawed. ItIt wouldwould 
seem,seem, primaprima facie,facie, thatthat discussionsdiscussions ofof 
abortionabortion wouldwould bebe mostmost seriouslyseriously 
affected,affected, sincesince aa numbernumber ofof importantimportant 
andand highlyhighly influentialinfluential paperspapers onon abor­abor­
tiontion (which(which are,are, inin thethe main,main, pro­pro­
abortion)abortion) areare predicatedpredicated onon thethe falsityfalsity 
ofof (55)(55) andand (FS).(FS). AndAnd thethe approachapproach 
takentaken herehere wouldwould also,also, ifif sound,sound, helphelp 
toto vindicate,vindicate, andand perhapsperhaps toto reins­reins­
tate,tate, oneone ofof thethe neglectedneglected "human"human 
being"being" centeredcentered treatmentstreatments ofof abor­abor­
tion.tion. 2424 

ButBut atat leastleast asas importantimportant toto notenote asas 
somesome ofof thethe implicationsimplications ofof aa pro­pro­
speciesismspeciesism positionposition areare thethe caveatscaveats 
whichwhich shouldshould bebe issuedissued withwith it.it. WhatWhat 
exactlyexactly thethe possessionpossession ofof basicbasic rights,rights, 
eithereither byby competentcompetent agents,agents, or-andor-and 
especially-byespecially-by incompetentincompetent agents,agents, oror 
byby incompetentincompetent non-agents,non-agents, entailsentails inin 
termsterms ofof concreteconcrete requirequi rementsrements forfor us,us, 
finitefinite andand limitedlimited inin time,time, ability,ability, andand 
resourcesresources asas wewe are,are, hashas certainlycertainly notnot 
beenbeen discusseddiscussed here.here. 2525 NeitherNeither havehave 
thethe conceptsconcepts ofof aa personperson oraora humanhuman 
beingbeing beenbeen analyzedanalyzed oror explored,explored, andand 
they,they, too,too, demanddemand closeclose scrutinyscrutiny 
beforebefore thethe practicalpractical importimport ofof specie­specie­
sismsism cancan bebe assessed.assessed. IInn brief,brief, muchmuch 
moremore needneed bebe saidsaid beforebefore thethe truetrue 
significancesignificance ofof thethe positivepositive conclusionsconclusions 
ofof thisthis paperpaper cancan bebe accuratelyaccurately 
gauged.gauged. ButBut somesome terrainterrain hashas beenbeen 
cleared,cleared, II hope,hope, andand somesome groundworkgroundwork 
done,done, aa ndnd thatthat itselfitself isis ..notnot withoutwithout 
worthworth oror importance.importance. 2626 
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11 TheThe termterm "moral"moral person"person" isis bor­bor­
rowedrowed fromfrom JoelJoel Feinberg'sFeinberg's articlearticle 
"Abortion,""Abortion," inin T.T. Regan,Regan, ed.,ed., MattersMatters 
ofof LifeLife andand Death,Death, RandomRandom House,House, 
1980,1980, pp .. 186186 .. 

22 ThisThis termterm isis alsoalso Feinberg's.Feinberg's. 
Ibid.,Ibid., pp.pp. 187-189.187-189. 

33 Feinberg,Feinberg, ibid.,ibid., mentionsmentions thethe 
possibilitypossibility ofof aa commonsensecommonsense personperson 
whowho isis notnot aa moralmoral person,person, butbut thethe 
exampleexample hehe uses,uses, thatthat ofof aa moralmoral mon­mon­
ster,ster, isis debatable,debatable, andand eveneven ifif accep­accep­
table,table, notnot reallyreally importantimportant forfor thethe 
purposespurposes ofof thisthis paper.paper. II shallshall pro­pro­
ceed,ceed, then,then, asas ifif thethe thesisthesis pro­pro­
poundedpounded isis thatthat allall andand onlyonly common­common­
sensesense personspersons areare moralmoral persons.persons. 

44 ByBy thethe permanentlypermanently cognitivelycognitively 
impaired,impaired, II meanmean thosethose humanhuman beingsbeings 
whowho areare notnot persons,persons, andand who,who, 
because-andbecause-and onlyonly because-theybecause-they lackedlacked 
thethe envienvi ronmentalronmental stimulationstimulation andand 
encouencou ragementragement requisiterequisite forfor cognitivecognitive 
developmentdevelopment duringduring theirtheir childhood,childhood, 
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spentspent thethe firstfirst thirteenthirteen yearsyears ofof herher 
lifelife tiedtied toto aa chaichai rr inaina dada rkrk room.room. 
(See(See SusanSusan Curtiss,Curtiss, Genie:Genie: AA Psy­Psy­
cholinguisticcholinguistic StudyStudy ofof aa Modern-DayModern-Day 
"Wild"Wild Child,"Child," AcademicAcademic Press,Press, 1973,1973, 

forfor allall thethe upsettingupsetting details.)details.) 

55 Feinberg,Feinberg, op,op, cit.,cit., pp.pp. 189-190.189-190. 

66 Ibid.,Ibid., pp.pp. 197-198.197-198. 

77 PeterPeter Singer,Singer, "Animals"Animals andand thethe 
ValueValue ofof Life,"Life," inin Regan,Regan, op.op. cit.,cit., 
pp.pp. 240-243.240-243. ButBut toto bebe altogetheraltogether 
fair,fair, generallygenerally speaking,speaking, SingerSinger isis 
reluctantreluctant toto speakspeak ofof personhoodpersonhood andand 
toto ascribeascribe rightsrights toto animals,animals, oror atat 
leastleast soso hishis bookbook AnimalAnimal LiberationLiberation 
(New(New York,York, 1975)1975) andand hishis manymany arti ­arti ­
clescles seemseem toto indicate.indicate. HeHe isis aa utilita­utilita­
rian,rian, andand prefersprefers toto featurefeature thethe con­con­
ceptcept ofof anan interestinterest andand toto relyrely onon 
principlesprinciples havinghaving toto dodo withwith equalequal 
considerationconsideration ofof equallyequally strongstrong inter­inter­
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discussdiscuss personhoodpersonhood (see(see referencereference 
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HumanHuman Obligations,Obligations, Prentice-Hall,Prentice-Hall, 
1976,1976, p.p. 153).153). ButBut regardlessregardless ofof 
whatwhat hishis truetrue or,or, anyway,anyway, currentcurrent 
positionposition is,is, SingerSinger thinksthinks thatthat therethere 
isis somethingsomething wrongwrong withwith speciesism,speciesism, 
andand wouldwould rejectreject (SS)(SS) andand (FS)(FS) 
below.below. 

88 Singer,Singer, inin Regan,Regan, op.op. cit.,cit., p.p. 
233.233. 

99 ButBut seesee alsoalso thethe warningwarning issuedissued 
inin fn.fn. 8.8. 
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key,key, inin "Moral"Moral RightsRights andand Animals,"Animals," 
Inquiry,Inquiry, 1979;1979; EvelynEvelyn Pluhar,Pluhar, inin 
"Must"Must AnAn OpponentOpponent ofof AnimalAnimal RightsRights 
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